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MCR 3.951(A)
ARRAIGNMENT

Conducted before judge or referee
Must be conducted within 24 hours
(excluding Sundays & holidays) after
juvenile is taken into court custody, or,
if not in custody and custody is not
requested, as soon as juvenile’s
attendance can be secured
May adjourn for up to 7 days so parent,
guardian, legal custodian, or a witness
can attend, or for other good cause
Determine whether parent, guardian, or
custodian has been notified
= Read petition
= Advise of adult consequences; of rights
to attorney,* to trial by judge/jury, to
remain silent, to preliminary exam
within 14 days; that case has been
designated and if probable cause is
proven, all adult rights will be afforded;
of maximum possible sentence and any
mandatory minimum sentence
= Decide whether to authorize filing of
petition
= If authorized, determine if biometric
data needs to be collected, schedule
preliminary exam, and determine
whether to detain or release juvenile if
in custody or if custody requested

Flowchart: Prosecutor-Designated Cases
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within
14
days
—

MCL 712A.2d(4); MCR
3.953

PRELIMINARY
EXAMINATION

(“Probable Cause Hearing”)

= Juvenile may waive (with
prosecutor’s consent)

= Conducted before judge
who will not try the case
(but same judge may accept
plea)

= Probable cause to believe an
offense (either alleged
offense or lesser included
offense) was committed and
juvenile committed the
offense

= |f probable cause exists
regarding a lesser included
offense, court may
designate case under MCR
3.952, then proceed to trial

< |If no probable cause exists
regarding alleged or lesser
included offense, court
must dismiss petition

MCR 3.954

TRIAL WITH
ADULT
PROCEDURES

OR PLEA

= Trial before
judge who did
not preside at
preliminary
exam (but judge
at exam may
accept plea)

e Trial procedure
governed by
MCR 6.400 et
seq., but not
MCR 6.402(A)

= Pleas governed
by MCR 6.300 et
seq.

Form:JC 70

Prosecutor-Designated Cases Flowchart

-

If detained, must
be conducted
within 35 days

MCL 780.905; MCR 3.955(E)
JUVENILE DISPOSITION

= Dispositional hearing under MCR 3.943
= Crime Victim’s Rights Assessment

Forms: JC 14a, JC 14b, JC 25

MCL 712A.18; MCR 3.955(D)
DELAYED SENTENCE

= Delay imposition of the adult sentence
on conditions which could include
complying with residential placement
and/or juvenile probation

Form: JC 74
Form: JC 73

* The Michigan Indigent Defense Commission Act (MIDCA), MCL 780.981 et seq., requires the court to advise the juvenile of the right to counsel, MCL
780.991(1)(c), and requires that the juvenile be screened for eligibility for appointed counsel “not later than at the defendant’s first appearance in

court[,]” MCL 780.991(3)(a).

-
MCL 712A.18(1)(m);
MCR 3.955
SENTENCING/
DISPOSITION
(3 Choices)

P

MCL 780.905; MCR 3.955
ADULT SENTENCE

« Court must find by preponderance of
the evidence that it is in the best
interests of the public to sentence
juvenile as an adult

« $130 CVR Assessment for felony

= $75 CVR Assessment for misdemeanor
or ordinance violation

= Sentencing hearing under MCR 6.425

Forms:JC 71,JC 72,]C 74

1 see the Michigan Judicial Institute’s Juvenile Justice Benchbook, Chapter 15, for information on designated proceedings.
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